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Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, January 3, 2016 

Happy New Year Greetings from Central United Methodist Church! 

I was reading an article this week that invited readers to consider a different way 

to do New Year’s Resolutions.  Instead of “doing” something the article 

suggested “being” something.  To help do this, we are invited to choose one 

word of focus for the year 2016.  I find this invitation quite interesting for a 

couple of reasons.  First, over the last several years I have used over-arching 

themes for worship in a similar way as described in the article.  By choosing a 

focused thought every week in worship, we work toward a deeper 

understanding of the overall theme.  This year our worship theme will be 

“through the lens” as we explore a number of aspects of Jesus’ life over the course of the year.  One 

of the applications we will be using along with this theme is a chance for members of the 

congregation to submit thoughts, pictures, etc. about how “through the lens” connects with their own 

lives.   

The second way that the one word idea resonates with me is the connection with the old monastic 

idea of “dwelling”, not in the sense of a house, but in the sense of deep awareness.  We live in a world 

in which we are bounced around moment to moment by various distractions.  To dwell upon 

something is to build a long term relationship and connection.  I believe that’s what we are called to 

do as people of faith.  One of the ways that we will be doing that this year is to focus on the same 

scripture lesson throughout all of the Lenten season.  Perhaps our dwelling in this instruction of Jesus 

will help us know him more deeply.  

As we enter a new year I hope that you are ready to be different in the way that God hopes for you.  

Happy New Year! 

Scott   
#OneWord365 

THE SHARP POINT 

 

Sunday Coffee and Donut Fellowship  Join us in the Gathering Area between services 

New Sermon Series The story of the Magi who deliver gifts to the holy 

family is one of those stories that we associate with Christmas but really 

it’s an Epiphany story.  Epiphany, or the manifestation of the Christ, is a 

part of our Christian year that emphasizes that Jesus was sent to the 

whole world.   
 

This morning we begin a new series in our worship service that reminds us of how we look at the 

world through various lenses.  What would it be like if we looked at the world through the lens of 

love as taught to us by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount?  One aspect of that would  certainly be 

commitment.  This brings us back to the Magi.  Consider the level of commitment it took for them 

to follow the star, confront a king and find their way home.  Similarly, today we will invoke 

elements of the Wesleyan Covenant Service that reminds us of our commitment to Jesus Christ.   



201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Mary Lust at maryr@centraltolife.org. 

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

Church Staff                        Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Mary Chavez Lust, Director of Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Scott Zila, Facility Superintendent 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Youth Ministries (Students 6th grade to 12th grade). 

Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at the church office or 

kellyb@centraltolife.org; or  Kathy Gough at 

knsgough@gmail.com.  
 

Sunday School: 9:45-10:55am 

No Youth Group:  Schedule coming soon!  

 

Youth Confirmation Retreat (February 14-16th, 

Sacramento NM).  Are you in 6th-12th grade and interested 

in learning more about the United Methodist faith?  Join 

us for this weekend of retreat, group gatherings, and fun. 

Children’s Ministries Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at 

the church office or via email at kellyb@centraltolife.org.  
 

Sunday School 9:45 -10:45am, 4 yr olds - 5th grade. 

Learning through games, crafts, music,  and storytelling. 

SOUL Kids Children's Choir meets Sundays 8:45 - 9:30am 

downstairs in the choir room.  
 

Sunday School and Choir on break until January 10th!  
 

Parents Night Out, 6-9pm; January 29th, February 26th, 

April 29th, May 27th.  Registration information will be 

available in mid-January. 

Adult Ministries Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at the 

church office or via email to kellyb@centraltolife.org;  
 

 Sundays: Adult Sunday School classes meet at 9:45am.  

There are a variety of classes to choose from.  

 Weekdays: Three small study groups to choose from: 

Monday night, Wednesday or Friday mornings.  
 

Lent Small Group Study (begin week of February 7th – end 

week of March 20th).     

IS CHURCH HAPPENING?  

Tune in to Channel 7 news or check out the website 

for weather related updates.   

Financial Peace University, Thursdays, 6:30 - 8PM, 

January 14th-March 10th. This life-changing class, taught 

by Dave Ramsey and the FPU teaching team on video and 

coordinated by Ellen Shepherd, will help you achieve your 

financial goals by showing you how to eliminate debt, save 

for the future, and give like never before. Use this link for 

more information or to register - http://

www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/class/1012001. 

New WOW Study WOW (Women of the Word) will begin 

a new study:  Three Months with Revelation by Justo L. 

Gonzalez, on January 13th, at 9:30am in rooms 311-312. 

Books will be available January 6th.  

Friday Women’s Bible Study Starting January 8th, we 

will be taking a journey through the Psalms of Assent with 

Beth Moore’s study, Stepping Up. We begin at 9:00 am on 

Friday mornings in rooms 311-312 with fellowship, and 

the study runs from 9:30-11:30. Books will be available for 

purchase.  
 

United Methodist Women 
All women are welcome 

 

General Meeting,  January 14th, 9:30am, Rooms 311- 

312. “Prayer & Self Denial”.  

Book Club will meet next on Wednesday, January 13th, 

2:00pm. The book selection is Go Set a Watchman by 

Harper Lee. 

Lydian, January 16th, 9:30am, Room 304. 

Friendly Lunch Bunch, January 20th, 11:45am, Room 

311. 

Sermon Series - January - february: “Through the Lens” 

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am Classic, Sanctuary; 9:45am New Day Contemporary, Life Center  

 Community of Hope 1:00pm, Worship and a meal 
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